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zz Fifty-two percent of the substantiated 
incidents involved only inmates, 
whereas the other 48% involved staff 
and inmates.

zz Injuries were reported in 18% of the 
inmate-only victimizations, whereas 

less than 1% of the staff and inmate 
victimizations involved injuries.

zz Female staff committed more than 
half of the substantiated incidents of 
sexual misconduct (BJS, 2014, p. 1).

The data indicate that 4.0% of prison inmates reported experiencing sexual vic-
timization in 2011–2012 (63,400), which was perpetrated by either other inmates 
or staff (BJS, 2014, p. 3). Whether the number of such assaults is trending upward 
or downward and why it might be more prevalent in some facilities than others are 
matters yet to be determined by more longitudinal research. Certainly, though hor-
rific for the inmate experiencing it and keeping in mind the likely underestimation 
of victimization, a 4% sexual-victimization rate does not fit the “myth” of sexual 
victimization that many people believe regarding prisons, a myth that predicts that 
everyone, particularly young males, who goes to prison will be raped (Fleisher & 
Krienert, 2009).

It might well be that this myth has more than a grain of truth in it, in that prison rapes 
are underreported or that in the past, it was much more common. The percentage of 
those raped or sexually assaulted may have declined, the way the rate of prison assaults 
appears to have done (though not the number) over the years as corrections has become 
less “total” in its isolation and operation, as the courts have recognized some inmates’ 
rights, and as training of staff has increased. As Byrne, Hummer, and Stowell (2008) note, 
there are many factors (e.g., staffing levels and crowding) whose effect on violence is not 
yet established in the research.

Though it might be a myth that all who enter prisons—or even most—will be raped, the 
research by the BJS indicates that fully 80,600 inmates in prison and jails were victims of 

*Most recent data available.

Source: Noonan, Rohloff, and Ginder (2015).

FIGURE 9.3      �Violence in Prisons, 2001–2013*
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